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I met with Souvanna evening July 7 to discuss Conference 
procedure and substance Lao neutrality declaration. MacDonald 
participated with Ete during discussions re procedure. 

In turning to substance, I emphasized following points; 


A) Necessity including in Lao text a commitment not to 
permit the use of Lao territory, for interference in affairs 
other countries. To meet this point, Souvanna agreed include 
appropriate clause in Lao declaration in mutually acceptable 
language. 

B) Clarification Souvanna 's suggestion which he made to me on 
July 5 concerning integration and demobilization of armed 
forces (CONFE 1186) when he indicated that he might make 
statement referring to Zurich communique and his government's 
position as presented to King at the close of the final session 
of the Conference. He told me he intended to make such a state- 
ment after the agreements have already been signed. When I 
pointed out that this method of dealing with the subject was 
unsatisfactory and that it would require our entering a reser- 
vation to our signature, he agreed to make such statement 
prior to signature. 

C) I pointed 
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C) I pointed out to Souvanna that his draft declaration 
contained no mention of political prisoners, detainees and 
reprisals and that some reference by him to this would con- 
tribute to general climate of international good will. He 
indicated willingness include this also in his statement at 
final plenary. 

D) I also raised with Souvanna one or two editorial and 
drafting points concerning declaration. He indicated he 
was quite disposed to receive suggestions concerning form. 

E) Souvanna specifically agreed that either method of 
handling SEATO was acceptable to him, leaving the choice 
to us (CONFE 1186, 1191). 

* 

* 

F) I also reserved my position to raise other matters if 
further study required. I believe we have now reached final 
stage in our negotiations and that agreement on all points 
is possible. 

1) As regards SEATO believe proposal add "including SEATO" 
should be acceptable for the reasons set forth in. CONFE 1191. 

In any case alternative solution without specific mention 
SEATO equally acceptable. Therefore no longer appears there 
is any issue on this subject with Souvanna, although Pushkin 
may still continue insist SEATO action and specific mention 
SEATO in declaration, but if we can get agreement on "including 
SEATO", we will be able to outsit him in his attempt to get 
action by SEATO members who not members of the 'Conference. 

‘V ■ * • . * 

2) As concerns integration and demobilization-; ,1, and.. my 

entire delegation have come to the conclusion that v mention 

of this item in Lao declaration is no longer in our interest. - 
Moreover, Ngon Sananikone strongly opposes; inclusion this 

item in Lao declaration. If demobilization will take p$3fee 
proportionately and even though intelligence information niay 

indicate insufficient Pathet Lao- demobillzaticm, Pftobmi !r :£ ^ 

'***" . 
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forces are more in the open and the ICC will be able to | 

comment on his failures, whereas impossible detect Pathet 
Lao, Therefore our interests are best served to let Phoumi » 

and Souphanouvong work this out together without inter- i 

national supervision. In any event there is now no chance 
include this item in the declaration. With all Laotians | 

against it, we believe statement by Souvanna, which noted by 
US, is satisfactory and best solution. - v 

3) We believe Souvanna's proposal re political prisoners, 
detainees and reprisals is satisfactory as this essentially 
internal matter. As Department aware foreign prisoners are 
specifically dealt with in protocol. 

On balance all of us believe that solution along foregoing 
lines is in our best interests. Accordingly I propose press 
for this and to bring about conclusion of the Conference as 
rapidly as possible. However, our problems remain with the 
Thais and the Vietnamese. I urgently request that the 
Department authorize appropriate demarches to Bangkok and 
Saigon emphasizing the great importance we attach to the 
agreements negotiated here and the absolute necessity for 
obtaining Thai and Vietnamese signatures. There is no chance 
of obtaining any further amendments to satisfy their non- 
negotiable demands which have been the subject of argument 
over the year. Time is of the essence. 

> 

4 

TUBBY ' 

l 

aa/8 



REPRODUCED FROM THE COLLECTIONS OF THE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 



